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In the illustrated example, we want to determine whether the first two characters (at the top of the

illustration) have the same abstract shape. First we see that each can be analyzed into left and right sides.
The left sides have the same abstract shape (£1), which needs no further analysis. If the right sides had
already been established to have the same abstract shape ({£), then we would immediately conclude that
the first two characters had the same abstract shape. Suppose we have not yet established whether the
right sides have the same abstract shape; then we analyze them. Each has a top and a bottom. The bottoms
obviously have the same abstract shape ({£), which needs no further analysis. Finally, we compare the
remaining components (circled in the illustration). Although one has three strokes and the other has four,
we recognize them to be sylistic variants of the "grass" component with the same abstract shape (+). We
conclude that the first two characters have the same abstract shape (f{f), since they have the same analysis

into components with the same abstract shapes and relative positions.

(Note: the pair of "grass" components appears in a list of examples later in this document, which serves to
remind us that we have previously judged them to have the same abstract shape. Otherwise, we would
need to make a new judgment, based on various factors, some of which are described in this document.
After we make such judgments, we may add new pairs to our lists for future reference, but the lists are not

exhaustive and there may always be cases requiring new judgments.)



