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1. Suggestions

To encode only the Secret Names (iF%) of famous Taoist gods and ghosts under the rule of
multiple evidences after careful studies. Not to encode other Taoist Secret Characters used in Taoist
talismans or incantations in CJKUI.

2. Introduction

Iy i

Taoist talismans (GEZEFF5) have been widely used to eliminate disasters, evils and misfortunes
in China. To make the talismans seem authoritative and more effective, Taoist priests always create
Secret Characters (iF=7, also called #F4=) or patterns, make the strokes more crooked or

cursive and add decorative strokes to base characters.
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Fig.1 Different ways to make Taoist talismans seem authoritative
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A Taoist talisman can be complicated with many Secret Characters, patterns and decorative

strokes or be composed of a single Secret Character.
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Fig.3 Simple Taoist talismans containing only one Secret Character
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Since a Taoist talisman can be a single Secret Character, the names of different parts of a Taoist
talisman, i.e. head (fF3k) , heart (fF£) ,foot (FFBH) , can be also applied to describe

Secret Characters. Normally, a Secret Character contains head and foot but written heart.
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Fig.4 The head and foot of a Single-Character Taoist talisman
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The Secret Names (i.e. the Secret Characters used to represent their names) of Taoist gods and
ghosts can be used as normal Secret Characters as well. The following talisman is composed of
three Secret Names of Taoist gods. The talisman has only heart, but head or foot. “=/FFSANE

Ik, BhEIRSR” is the incantation of the talisman.

Fig.5 A Taoist talisman using Secret Names of Taoist gods

BHRFILFFPA (A handwritten copy of Taoist talisman Written in Qing Dynasty)



Because Ei&. L&, AJE are very significant gods in the system of Taoist mythologies, the
forms of their Secret Names vary little. The other Secret Characters created for Taoist talisman,
however, are variable and created much more casually.

Fig.6 shows a Taoist talisman used to stop bleeding. If the “F¥” and “5" of the four Secret

ER]

Characters are excluded, we can get a word meaning “copper skin and iron bone ($ARZ k&)

Fig.6 A Taoist talisman used to stop bleeding

Fig.7 shows another Taoist talisman used to court. If the “Fy” and “52" are excluded, we can get
words like “E 40> (get the girl moved) " and “F& 2" (hope it goes smoothly) .
This means the foot of Secret Characters can vary as the Taoist priests like, which indicates

the encoding of the Secret Characters is endingless.



Fig.7 A Taoist talisman used to court

What’s more, the head of Secret Characters can vary, too. It depends on the usage, effect, sect, etc.
of the talisman. Fig.8 shows different Secret Characters with the same foot. The head depends on

weather or usage.
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Fig.8 Different Secret Characters with same foot
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Fig.9 shows Secret Characters using M and & as head, with the foot saying “Let cloud,
dragon, wind and tiger beat the crazy beast (= X EF&E 52 )". The talisman is used to cure dog

bites.

Fig.9 The head composed of T and &

FFIFFPA (A handwritten copy of Taoist talisman)
According to the above, it’s not possible nor reasonable to encode Taoist Secret Characters
one by one in CJKUI
3. Encoding suggestions
First, I’d like to respond to two opinions.
The one saying “Taoist Secret Characters is the same with other CJKUIs and can be used among
them”. After reading the text, I think it’s very clear that the fact is the opposite. And “can be used
among CJKUIs” does not mean anything. For example: “© "2 MNKE, ATRIERERAOOE,
o PUEES”., (© is a smiling face used to express your happiness. You can read it as
“smile”.)
The other saying “We have encoded some Taoist Secret Characters so we can encode more”. In
my opinion, it’s a little ridiculous. An improper analogy would be to commit a crime: I have been
in prison so I can break the law again. We have encoded some duplicates in CJKUI, but I believe

none of us want to encode more.



Let’s go back to the point. For Taoist Secret Characters, considering the Secret Names of famous
Taoist gods and ghosts are stable and the amount of them is limited, I suggest we encode just these
characters in CJKUI. Moreover, the characters appear in Taoist incantations can be related to the
Secret Characters thus the necessity to study them carefully first.

Instead of encoding Taoist Secret Characters one by one, we should seek other ways to solve the
problem. Since there are several heads of Taoist Secret Characters, I think a new encoding model
or solving the problem in other level, for instance, type setting may be preferred.

Moreover, some common symbols in Taoist talismans can be encoded. For example, when used at
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the top of a talisman, represents “=3F" ;use —— or —  as ‘=EKF"; use

as “Je3}+HE3"; use to represent F117; etc.
4. Problems we may face
Here are some kinds of problems we will meet if my suggestions are accepted. If we decide to
encode Taoist Secret Characters characters one by one, the problems will become much more
difficult to solve.
4.1 Simplified form
Daoist Secret characters often contain CJKUISs as its elements, so they can be simplified as well.
For example, the Secret Names of the gods of The Big Dipper:
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Fig.10 Simplified form of Daoist Secret characters

Source: https://m.wangl314.com/doc/webapp/topic/21005862.html



https://m.wang1314.com/doc/webapp/topic/21005862.html

If we decide to encode just the Secret Names of famous Taoist gods and ghosts, it’s OK to encode
the simplified ones if proper evidences are provided.

4.2 Which Secret Characters to choose

There are many gods or ghosts in the system of Taoist mythologies while people keep creating
new ones, especially the demons that need to be swept. It’s hard to decide which is famous and
which is not. I suggest we involve experts of Taoist Secret Characters in related work.

Note that there are other compound characters used to represent gods or ghosts. I don’t know how

to handle these ones. For example, Secret Characters appear in Fig.11 and Fig.12.
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Fig.11 Secret characters composed of duplicate CJKUIs
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Fig.12 Secret characters composed of different CIKUIs




4.3 Variant

I"d like to use the Secret Name of Yu Huang, i.e. Yu Di (K&, also called KE7) as an example.

1) The UK-20704 (i [17JE) in IRG WS2021:

Fig.13 Evidence of UK-20704


https://hc.jsecs.org/irg/ws2021/app/?find=UK-20704
https://hc.jsecs.org/irg/ws2021/app/?find=UK-20704

2) In JANHE] » EFIEREAEEY, P101. Note that ) BAXHIY s also used as UK source

of evidence but this shape is not included in UK submission.
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Fig.14 The Secret Name of Yu Huang in €)™ A3l

3) A wooden token selling online

Fig.15 The Secret Name of Yu Huang in a wooden token selling online



4) The Secret Name of Yu Huang in a handwritten copy of Daoist Secret characters. Note that the

missing stroke of the character is not meaningless.

Fig.16 The Secret Name of Yu Huang in a handwritten copy of Daoist Secret characters

5) Another wooden token selling online

Fig.17 The Secret Name of Yu Huang in another wooden token selling online



What’s more, FYI, UK-20697 , UK-20682 and UK-20766 have the similar structure.

Other Secret Names have the same problem as well. For example, The Secret Name of Tai Yin (K
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Fig.18 The Secret Name of Tai Yin in ) B Hil] « F 77 IEFHEE)
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Fig.19 The Secret Name of Tai Yin in a handwritten copy of Daoist Secret characters


https://hc.jsecs.org/irg/ws2021/app/?find=UK-20697
https://hc.jsecs.org/irg/ws2021/app/?find=UK-20682
https://hc.jsecs.org/irg/ws2021/app/?find=UK-20766

When the structure becomes more complicated, the number of its variant may become very large.
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Fig.20 The Secret Names of 60 Jia Zi

Source: https://page.om.qq.com/page/O7RvbAGII5dCOD31hSIEXWCAO

4.4 Characters with non-CJKUI components

For example, UK-20710. The provided IDS of UK-20710 is

is , however, that [

normal CJKUI.

There are more this kind of characters collected in  {1&
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. I don’t think it’s proper to say this is a
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Fig.20 The Taoist Secret Characters includes the Eight Diagrams
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