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This document is in response to Recommendation IRG M58.10 (IRGNZ2530), so
TCA actively visited authorities at the Ministry of the Interior who are in charge
of the Household Registration Information System, legal and information
databases.

This document introduces the name regulation in Taiwan and the Household
Registration Databsse that manages the name and other household information.
Both from the legal system and the management of the household registration
system, the law guarantees the freedom of naming, but also strictly regulates the
rights of the people, and strictly manages the household registration data.

1. Foreword
In 1996, Justice of Constitutional Court explained the "Interpretation No.
399", that "the right to a name is a kind of personality right, and a name is an
expression of personality, so the people have the freedom to decide how to
name themselves, and this freedom is also a right guaranteed by Article 22 of
the Constitution." After the emergence of the interpretation, the year 2001
was the watershed year for Taiwan's name policy.

Prior to the year, if you think your name is vulgar or have other reasons to
change your name, you must get the approval of the household authorities
before you can change it, and it is limited to one time.

After that, on October 5, 2001, Article 2 and Article 9 of the Name Act
concerning the use of name characters came into effect, and the name must


https://appsrv.cse.cuhk.edu.hk/~irg/irg/irg58/IRGN2530Confirmed.pdf

be taken/changed from a character already in the household database or from
a limited dictionary. Each person can have three opportunities to change his
or her name.

The "Salmon Incident" in 2021, in which nearly 100 people changed their
names to have the character "#& 4. (salmon)" in it, seemed crazy, but it did not
cause any confusion in the coding because according to the "Name Act", the
glyphs for name changes are required to be characters that already exist in the
household registration database or are included in the dictionary.

2. Name usages

The name recognized by law is the "real name (# )" as defined in the

"Name Act" for the purpose of registering as a household, and is limited to

one (Article 1, Section 1). Therefore, all citizens who have the rights (voting,

compulsory national education, health insurance, etc.) and responsibilities

(military service, tax payment, etc.) granted by law, or any documents

representing themselves (property, education, qualifications, or other licenses)
should use their own names according to the Name Act (Articles 5 to 7) and

apply them to the above-mentioned documents, and the scope of use is quite

wide.

3. Will the data be deleted after the death of a national?

Since 1906, the household registration system has played an important role in
Taiwan, and the government has always relied on household registration data
as the basis for its policies. If a person dies, his or her household registration
data will be converted to non-current population data and stored permanently.
Therefore, people can apply for household registration information of their
immediate family members from as early as 1906 at the Household
Registration Office.

4. Data Retention
(1) In 1997, the household registration database was fully computerized,
including:
A. "Data digitization" - means that the data is stored in the database in the
form of digital information, for example, the household registration data
before 1997 was transcribed by hand, and the computerized data must be



completely registered according to the original data.

B. "Document Image Digitization" - refers to the scanning of document
images into digital information archives, such as all household transcripts
scanned and archived after the Taiwan Restoration.

(2) The preservation of paper documents is governed by strict legal regulations:
A. According to Article 14(1) of the Enforcement Rule of the Household
Registration Act, the purpose of the legislation is that births, deaths, death
announcements, and initial family registration are important registrations
for individuals, and in order to enhance the accuracy of the documents

they provide, the original documents must be retained.

B. According to Article 21(2) of the Enforcement Rule of the Household
Registration Act, the household registration office shall register the
registration information into the computer system, print out the
application for household registration, and store the original or photocopy
of the application for household registration and the supporting
documents kept on paper in the Household Registration Office by year
and by village.

C. In accordance with the "Retention Schedule for Household Records",
documents related to household registration (including identity and birth
registration, correction, revocation and annulment of registration, and
change of registration, etc.) must be kept permanently.

(3) Strict control mechanism for the maintenance of the database of household
services:

A. Once the characters and data are entered into the databse, they will be
stored permanently and will not be deleted voluntarily, because deletion
will cause data errors.

B. For every update and change in the database, there will be a paper copy
of the change request form and a log record in the database.

5. lack of characters processing process
In 1997, the computerization of household information not only scanned the
paper data into electronic files, but also registered and saved the data
according to the original data. At that time, some special characters could not



be displayed on the computer, so they had to be replaced by "m" for the time
being, which became the lacking(missing) characters on the computer. Later,
in response to the problem of the computer system not being able to input
characters, the "Application Process for lacking (missing) characters in
Household Registration Data" was established (see the flow chart below).
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This process has been using so far, and the possible situations where lacking
(missing) characters are currently expected are described below:

(1) The name of the character is registered before 2001, through the household
registrar to collate the lacking (missing) character information, register
and apply for new characters:



As mentioned in the above paragraph, when the household registration
data was computerized, some characters that could not be typed were first
replaced with black boxes(m). When people apply for household
registration transcripts and encounter black boxes characters, the
contractor has to check the original data manually, which is time-
consuming and labor-intensive work. Therefore, in order to solve this kind
of situation, some counties and cities' household registration staffs collate
information on black boxes in advance, find out the original handwritten
data, and create a register with the writing method for the lacking (missing)
characters and submit it to the Ministry of Internal Affairs for the purpose
of creating characters. Since the purpose of creating characters is to allow
black boxes to be stored in the system with correct glyphs, so the glyphs
are the main focus, supplemented by Chang-Jei, and other attributes, such
as Bopomofo, are provided when available, and are not required

information.
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(2) The name was registered before 2001, as CNS 11643 17-2142 ";;Ez\":

A citizen with the surname Zhu applied for a household survey document
from the earliest period and found that the name of the spouse of his great-
grandfather (who died in 1957) was mistakenly planted as "4 O & ",
which should be "% Ofg #" in handwriting. Since the character was not
available in the household registration database, the household authorities



will apply for a new character according to the process in order to make
the household registration information correct.
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(3) This name character is included in the dictionary , but it is not yet included
in the household registration database, such as CNS 11643 17-2162 "E‘E’/E? "
This character is not included in the database, but it is included in the
Ministry of Education's "Dictionary of Variant Characters" and "Kangxi
Dictionary", etc. Therefore, the household authorities will apply for the
new character.
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6. Conclusion

Thank you all for your interest in the name character set submitted by TCA,
and for expressing your concerns directly in writing. This is out of
professional persistence and discussion, which is admirable.

TCA hopes that the above explanation can make IRG member bodies and
experts understand more about Taiwan's household registration information
system, which appears to be tolerant from the system, but in a restricted range
(which is important); after the new Name Act was published in 2001, the law



gave people the right to take/change names, but did not give them the right to
"create new characters". So, it will not cause the waste of the coding space.

Remarks:

1. Release No.399 f#F % 399 55 :

https://law.moj.gov.tw/LawClass/ExContent.aspx?ty=C&CC=D&CNO=39
9

2. Name Act ¥+ % % &) ¢

HTTPS:/LAW.MOJ.GOV.TW/LAWCLASS/LAWALL.ASPX?PCODE=
D0030011

3. Details of the implementation of the Domicile Act = 4 *5 {7 ] :

https://law.moj.gov.tw/LawClass/LawAll.aspx?pcode=D0030007

(End of document )
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