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0. Preface

Basically, we think:

a. NOT all things combined with Han ideographs are Han ideographs.

b. IRG encode CJKUIs but not signs, which means that the action of digitalizing signs in plain text
should not be supported by IRG.

c. Daoist characters used in running texts with certain meanings are definitely characters and
should be encoded.

d. Daoist signs used only in talismans or parts of talismans are signs, thus they should not be
handled by IRG.

e. Daoist secret names of gods can be created freely by anyone, so only the ones with stable glyph
in different sources should be encoded for the time being.

f. We can’t and shouldn't encode all Daoist signs one by one even we want.

1 Introduction

Normally, to illustrate a talisman, Daoist books will list the talisman first in a big font size. Then they
may explain the effect of the talisman and the incantation, gesture and other things you should do

to make it work. For example:
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Fig.1-1 BEREH) - MBRAK, BER_FTIE, page28



In some particular cases, the talismans are took apart and listed one part by one part. This

happens especially when you have to draw something with your head in the air.

Note: "X B" means X HE7\(Tianmu acupoint, which is also called EJE 7\ (Yintang acupoint). It

1Z" means to move. So actually you have to draw the

is on the middle of forehead. "

your head while your hand doing the gesture below.
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Sometimes, the situation can be complicated:

Fig.1-4 REAR, BEIEMTIAK, BT pagelo-11

Or be very simple:
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From figures above, we know that

a. There are talismans, related illustrative texts and incantations in Daoist books. The talismans
are always printed in special color or bigger font size.

b. A talisman can be formed by one secret character(Fig.1-5), more than one secret
characters(Fig.1-1) or a series of single secret character(Fig.1-2).

Then you may find that UK used Kai Form talismans which are printed in books as evidences for
many characters. Figl-1. 1-2. 1-4 are all evidences used by UK's submission.

2 Raised questions

To handle Daoist characters, we should answer the following questions. If the questions are
answered, then what IRG should do is clear.

a. Should IRG encode signs?

We think the answer is no. Then

b. Are Daoist talismans in Yun Seal Script(ZE 3£) signs or characters?
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We think they are definitely signs. Then
c. If a "character" can be used only in signs or be cited as a part of signs, is it a sign or a
character?
We think it is definitely a sign and it has no linguistic meaning or pronunciation. So it is not an
ideograph whose meaning and pronunciation may be unknown for the time being.
d. Are Daoist talismans in Kai Form(#8) actually different from those in Yun Seal Script(Z 3£)?
The answer should be no. There are no major difference between them except the font style.
So the so called "characters" used only in Daoist talismans, even the ones who have Kai Form, are
actually signs which should not be handled by IRG. Let's see some examples in the next section.
3 Problems found in UK's WS2021 submission of Daoist characters
3.1 Submitted signs

In UK’s WS2021 submission, part of a sign is proposed as Han ideograph. To our point of view, this

]

UK-20775

character should not be proposed.

https://hc.jsecs.org/irg/ws2021/app/index.php?find=UK-20775
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The context says:

Wi “ i T NSE in the left i )

wE i T AEE in the right i )

RE i T NSE in the top i )

)i i T NESE in the bottom i )

P« i ” BSE in the middle l i )

First, “ i " has no pronunciation and no certain meaning in the context. It is definitely not

a Han Ideograph but totally a sign.

M.

Secondly, encoding won'’t help in digitalizing the book to plain text unless

are all encoded(The circle Q@ is a common

So this “character” should not be encoded as a CJKUI.

component with special meaning).

What’s more, when we look at them side by side:

We can tell it easily that -



Uk

because

Note: UK changes submitted evidences for this sign and is going to change the glyph to ﬁ on

2021.03.20. ﬁ is very similar to '-5 in shape. But this does not change the fact that ﬁ is a

Han ideograph with meaning and E‘i is actually a sign related to the holes on copper cashes.

is definitely not a character.

3.2 Submitted "characters"” which are used only in talismans

3.2.1 Character or Sign

In IRG WS2021, UK submitted these four characters which are used in a talisman composed by a

series of single secret character:

Table 3-1 &BFK#H Variants

Glyph Reference IDS Source
12 oatons TR BERLES - B RE, BESRT
I:I/n& WS2021 04320 iFR G e
== UK-20777 = R - HERAE, FER=
I:IHH WS2021 04337 - FAA
Z'K, folio 66
== UK-20778 TR BREE - SIERAE, BES AT
Z'K, folio 67
1F 201 0 gy | EAUERD - SEEERE, AEHFT
n El W52021 04311 TR |
ZIK, folio 67

The evidences are from FER{EHI - Bl RE, BER_FTIAK, folio 66-67

Note: The order of the images are from left to right and kept same with original book.
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The context says:
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Thisis the sameas “XHEIZ” inFig.1-2, i.e. use your head to draw this five signs in the air.
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Fig.1-2 [ERIES] - SBRRE, BER_FTIAR, pagel3

Actually, the order of the signs here is wrong. There is another page containing an incantation "5

CDLIAArKKEIH" and the order is right.

- -
1*2‘?‘% ' i_ ' ‘ ng Bi' ”]IHJ)Q)W:L% Ulé}il
L B AE B e ks '
SRS Lk s — AL w///f
BRI b e
[ FK vk BIFENE A 28, 3
bR W R RE L J@E:S{ﬁ
() 3 @—:ﬁ—g S
) AR ) i A= = |
’; | E%@*i’%‘% ,?Tm l B
L % 3 R iR |
K ﬁ% wM- BORE = | KE %
x R E, B BE A e p
, AL =g P AR IE |
WM%M oA OLEM B ey !Ii% :
i B8 L Bl 245w i | Sk a’;m; mgj
t—o o CABSES A #dak T X
UEEAN A AR CON FAR AR ’ BEAE B %
I b REE R | e




Fig.3-4 ERIET - BB RLE, BER_FTIAX, pagess

It is noteworthy that is also wrong because the [0 on the left of X is missing.

Actually, “&BEXTEH” isavery famous Daoist talisman(also known as #R[EfF). Considering

this and the errors, the quality of the book EER{&EFI - #iEERE can be very low. This means

the book can’t be the only source for encoding characters.
The most traditional and common form of talisman “&BAXTEH” s like this:

== a

= |
HEe HE # (839)
e e

N Ny T Nt '[:':Ij:
i Pi==1

Fig.3-5 #ER in ALRAZXEHERZEAFNEL
Looking at Fig.3-5, | think no one will treat any parts of the talisman as a CJKUI. When it turns
into Kai Form, it will become harder for people to tell. But if you link them together and compare

them with each other, you can easily find that they are actually the same thing.

Fig.3-6 The Kai Form of Daoist talisman &' BA Xt H# Source
Here is another thing to clarify. In Fig.3-6, “&” “BR” “X” “F” “El (H)” arejust components
of the whole talisman. They are signs because they are part of the sign in this particular case. But
if | write “&1E” “BAX” “TFE” “HHEE” in my article, then it is OK to say that they are Han
ideographs because they can be used with certain meaning in running text. However, we can't find


http://www.ctcwri.idv.tw/CTCW-CMTS/CMT02%E6%B4%9E%E7%8E%84%E9%83%A8/CMT0202%E7%A5%9E%E7%AC%A6%E9%A1%9E/CMT0202ALL/CH020202%E5%A4%AA%E4%B8%8A%E6%B4%9E%E7%8E%84%E9%9D%88%E5%AF%B6%E7%B4%A0%E9%9D%88%E7%9C%9F%E7%AC%A6/CH020202-1%E5%A4%AA%E4%B8%8A%E6%B4%9E%E7%8E%84%E9%9D%88%E5%AF%B6%E7%B4%A0%E9%9D%88%E7%9C%9F%E7%AC%A6%E5%8D%B7%E4%B8%8A.htm
https://www.douyin.com/zhuanti/7249837737812117562

e T e A

treated as normal Han Ideographs.

this kind of cases for

Some experts say that the Daoist characters are the same as Leihua Characters($81t.=F, characters
whose radical change because the influence of characters aside or meanings related). That's not
true at all.

First, all Leihua characters have certain pronunciations and meanings. They can replace other
variants in any other running texts perfectly For example:

Here are three Leihua characters( ' 22X, [RHE and | MH):

%
H/% (3 EE, e HiE) *]L (e

&2, radicals changeto B because of %)
Each two sentences in the same group can replace each other in any circumstance:

a. BEAXR, BERENS, BMHAE. BEX, BEXRE¥E, BRHA FE.
b. tHREREHR, BRE. MHRARARH, 2 REIMR.

e o SIS AT
= ; PHY oy B
Forexample'

a. ﬁﬁn FH:I “uiESZAEHiiE'E W?ﬁﬁ’ii?*'

When it comes to " ", things change.

EXRAEHEE: “Mix n':' pB}I;‘ : ﬂ‘ﬁ? ,.%W%ﬁﬁii?%l]éo ”
S5 S S E
ST S

Ve = FE: =
K "f n " don't have certain meaning or pronunciation, they are just signs designed for

your head to write. When they are out of the talisman, they will lose their "value".

The second sentence can't replace the first one. This is because "

Secondly, Leihua characters are not created systematically. There is only one or two characters who
change their radicals in one time. For Daoist secret characters, however, the number is always more
than 2 and even comes to 9. For example, here are six sets of the “characters” and each set has 9
“characters” in them.

10
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Fig.3-7 (EZE&m) B/I\=, & (EZER) E=+A4 P333

So it is clear that Daoist characters used only in talismans are very different from Leihua

characters.
3.2.2 Systematically and freely created
In the discussion of section 3.2.1, it is noticed that these characters can be created systematically.

Besides "&BHK M H" series, UK also submitted these two sets of "characters":

Table 3-2 FAE{L Variants

Glyph Reference IDS Source
== UK-20756 |- B R EER— AT
# ot o 5 FER &S - B R g, BEGR_ET
— A, folio 29
E=r | ukaorss R - HIRER L, HEG— ST
. WS2021 04381 5 foli029
, Tollo
== UK-20758 A BER &S - B RE, BEG_ET
m WS2021 04354 | 5 ol 25
, Tollo

FA@1L is a combination of B and #E{t. 11t is a religious word used by the Buddhism and
the Daoism. E{t means using the light of God's compassion to inspire and save suffering beings.
Bfl(Start)#&{L then means the start of EL.

11
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Fig.3-8 IR - #iBERE, BER-FETIAK, folio29

Table 2-3 #11£ Variants

Glyph Reference IDS Source

=H oot ons g g | ERUER - HERRE, EERFT
WS2021 04362 |

A, folio 64

A UK20774 | g gy | TEPUERD - SEIERR, AER—T
ﬁ’f’ﬁ Ws202104347 | .
Z'K, folio 64

F11t is a word meaning the understanding of the principles and changes of the world.
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Fig.3-8 ERIETI - SBHRE, J

“HGEFRB L (sprinkle the water on the food). That’s why the radical

becomes Fi+®& rather than FI+5.

The context says

These kind of talismans are not created only based on Daoist words, which does not change even

in printed edition. It is actually a tradition. For example:

a. FIKFIE with Fg+5:

Talisman
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Fig.3-9 BEAEF - FEALERAEHE,
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b. EIRRLEEEEE with F+R:

Note: BEEE{LBER B X means the way(3%) that BEFEJE| can help you to swallow bones(&HH&).
The meaning of £ is not very clear, we guess it may mean &4t (blessing) or the form gods use
to help you (Il 1k H BUFZRE). This talisman is used to dissolve the bones stuck in your throat.
Usually you have to draw the talisman on paper, burn it and let the ashes fall in a bow! of water
and then drink the water. This can be effective because you drink water.
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\J
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S
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&
C 4

c o2 L DL Lo DL DL DL DL L L L L L DL DL L L g
Fig.3-10 FFLab#idbik, &dk: KFELEARBRATR], 2004 £, page255
The books is published in 2004. Actually, there are many this kind of Daoist books published in

modern times in Hong Kong SAR and Taiwan Province. | have collected more than 40 kinds of them
which illustrate Daoist talismans.
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c. BEBRAXEER with 5:

Note: The talisman is used to separate a man and a woman.PZ(Yin) refers to woman, PB&(Yang)
refers to man, #X refers to people, BB means to take apart. The talisman is used to end the
relationship between man and woman. For example, when you have a secret lover and want to
dump your wife or husband, when you want your wife or husband to end her or his relationship
with lover, you will need it(hopefully not). When you use it, you should write the name of the man

on the position of "588" and the name of the woman "%¢".

.

<ra>az-%ﬁ>+&ms—a«:

Fig.3-11 FIUFRLHAME, &it: EIEER, 2000 &, page9?
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There are many this kind of cases found in printed ancient books and published modern books.
And people may create new talismans in modern times.

i
r N "-l
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<’

&

g

‘
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4

#

Fig.3-12 A modern talisman used to win the first prize(FRE84E) in lottery

This makes us think that if

a. All words used in our daily lives can be used to create new Daoist secret characters;

b. The radicals of the created secret characters can vary a lot based on the creator and the usage;
c. New talismans are continuously created by people and new books will be continuously published.
And if IRG is going to encode them all one by one, the number of these characters will become
very big. However, it's still not very helpful even if we encode them one by one. This is because
most of the talismans are combined with curves and other decorative symbolic components,
which are too complicated for plain text. Use the talisman in Fig.3-12 as an example, FI5E#E
are all encoded but the talisman still can't be digitalized as plain text.

Moreover, this kind of encoding is harmful in a way.

Why these kind of Daoist secret characters are freely and systematically created? Because it is
its nature. Only if they can be created freely and systematically, various needs can be satisfied.
Someone wants a girlfriend, someone wants to be promoted; Someone likes drawing with hands
rather than head, someone likes eating the ashes of talismans. Encoding Daoist signs one by one
will make it a dead water while newly created talismans can't be supported and the old ones are
forgotten. The only benefit of encoding them one by one is to facilitate the digitalization of
limited parts of limited ancient books, but only for the time being.

For Daoist talismans with simple structure and written in Kai Form, if we see the radicals added to
these characters, the amountis limited. Thereare ™, %, W+#R, &, M+, &, H+8, O,
M+H-- but limited. So encoding the radicals and maybe some combining characters may be
better. If the Daoist characters are handled this way in future, all separately encoded characters
will become problems including the name of gods.
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3.2.3 Conclusions

a. "Characters" used only in talismans are actually signs, hence they are not suitable for IRG to
handle.

b. The quality of book {ER{ESF] #HEREEE) isquestionable.

c. Because of the fact and necessity of creating talismans freely and systematically, encoding signs
used only in talismans one by one is not a good choice. Encoding them one by one doesn't benefit
the users a lot or fit the signs' nature but cause unnecessary burden to our standard. So It is even
better to let the users use PUA or picture.

4 Suggestions

4.1 For IRG WS2021

For the quality’s sake, we suggest to postpone all Daoist characters submitted by UK in WS2021
except solid ones mentioned in TCA's proposal IRGN2579 Suggestions for Taoism Sacral Characters
Encoding. There are 44 of them. And they are listed in the section 4 of IRGN2579.

If this is not approved by IRG, we strongly suggest that at least postpone all signs, unrecognized
Daoist God's names(freely created by someone and not admitted by the majority) and God's
names without stable shape. There are totally 51 of them, which are listed as follows.

Table 4-1 Suggested postponed characters submitted by UK in IRG WS2021

Order Glyph Reference IDS Note
a1 UK-20698 I Unrecognized God's
1 X RS
E j WS2021 04563 name.

UK-20699 . Unrecognized God's
WS2021 04566 - name.

B

Unstable shape. Better
postponed for further
investigation.

; —_E.Ef UK-20704 g;ﬂ
= | Ws202104358 1 i

E*J(\\’ "': g :

UK-20707 . . Character sign used only
WS2021 04313 o in talisman.

== UK-20708 Character sign used only
5 = &‘ e in talisman. Very weird
o) WS2021 04319 &
glyph.
6 1?1? UK-20709 R Character sign used only
BB | Ws202104348 i in talisman.
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Character sign used only

== UK-20710
7 [: = T in talisman. Systematically
-— WS2021 04356 ) N
created. Contain HiE].
I—:':’ UK-20711 Character sign used only
8 e | T Mg in talisman. Very weird
gg WS2021 04332
glyph.
9 é‘a UK-20713 g Unrecognized God's
B | ws202103204 name.
10 == UK-20734 T Unrecognized God's
ATA WS2021 04365 I name.
1 /== UK-20735 R Unrecognized God's
EEZ WS2021 04345 | ‘ name.
1 == UK-20736 | T Unrecognized God's
B | ws2021 04339 S name.
J=|=5 UK-20737 I Unrecognized God's
13 IS g HRLRE
WS2021 04375 name.
— - H 1
14 nf EI" UK-20738 Unrecognized God's
>y WS2021 04350 name.
== UK-20739 o Unrecognized God's
15 FRRLL
F[EI:] WS2021 04355 | M EED name.
== UK-20740 Unrecognized God's
16 ?% &
~ WS2021 04333 name.
17 == uK-20741 | e Unrecognized God's
“ﬁﬁ WS2021 04366 o name.
18 == UK-20742 — Unrecognized God's
/f ]J_] WS2021 04301 | - name.
19 = uUK-20743 | o Unrecognized God's
5% WS2021 04377 = name.
20 Sis UK-20744 | @ __ i Unrecognized God's

-
z
7

WS2021 04367

name.
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== UK-20745 Unrecognized God's
21 AR
AX WS2021 04298 name.
- J?E UK-20746 g Unrecognized God's
T RR TR
Sﬁ‘ WS2021 04369 name.
=[= uK-20747 | Unrecognized God's
23 - FRp
]1 q WS2021 04336 g name.
” == UK-20751 s Character sign used only
% WS2021 04378 in talisman.
== UK-20752 Character sign used only
25 Iﬂ . )
WS2021 04363 in talisman.
Character sign used only
in talisman. Written as
. JE]J%‘! UK-20753 -
% WS2021 04368 o E
in another version.
== uK-20754 | . . Character sign used only
27 A | ] LR 7K o
WS2021 04353 in talisman.
-8 J—l{’ UK-20755 | sk Character sign used only
% WS2021 04357 e in talisman.
Character sign used only
- == UK-20756 - in talisman. Created
%@‘ WS2021 04376 systematically from word "
Eabi AN
Character sign used only
== - i i
30 % UK-20757 s in talisman. Created
WS2021 04381 systematically from word "
Eabio A A
Character sign used only
31 == UK-20758 | in talisman. Created
% WS2021 04354 | systematically from word "
R
J=|=; UK-20759 | _ Character sign used onl
32 —_— B . .g Y
E WS2021 04305 in talisman.
o UK-20760 Character sign used only
33 1) CIFEIEMBA | in talisman. The glyphiis a

B

WS2021 04364

little weird.
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34 == UK-20761 Character sign used only
@ WS2021 04380 in talisman.
—.
==’ UK-20762 Character sign used only
35 - | | T .
B==N WS2021 04307 in talisman.
J'E';P UK-20763 Character sign used only
36 T/ i FRMA in talisman. The glyph is a
EH WS2021 04310 ittl ird
ittle weird.
N JEE-’ uk2076a | - Ch.arz':clt.er S|gncuse<fc odnly
"""" L RE in talisman. Create
% WS2021 04372 > o
reely.
__ﬁ.
38 ‘_E = UK-20766 Character sign used only
0 ﬂ WS52021 04330 in talisman.
-'—|=; uK-20768 | . . Character sign used onl
39 "..:E‘ Rk , .g Y
=] WS2021 04341 in talisman.
Character sign used only
20 == UK-20773 A in talisman. Created
ﬁ n WS2021 04362 systematically from word "
L.
Character sign used only
a1 /== UK-20774 A in talisman. Created
g’f’h WS2021 04347 systematically from word "
k.
Totally a sign. Part of
=
20775 :
UK' ,,,,,,, te
42 =TT /
WS2021 00264 }
1
5
Unrecognized God's
43 = =! UK-20776 TN name. Created
I:I = WS2021 04320 S systematically from word "
AR H".
Unrecognized God's
a4 -‘=|=; UK-20777 | 5 OBE name. Created
HHH WS2021 04337 | systematically from word "
aRAXMHE".
Unrecognized God's
== UK-20778 e name. Created
45 NG .
I:I WS2021 04346 systematically from word "

aEAXMHE".
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Unrecognized God's
16 J=|="= = UK-20779 R name. Created
l:] H WS2021 04311 o systematically from word "
AR H".
47 == UK-20780 T Unrecognized God's
%% WS2021 04344 S name.
48 b3 i uUK-20781 | . o Unrecognized God's
t R
7N WS2021 04318 name.
49 == UK-20782 o Unrecognized God's
== WS2021 04306 | = name.
- J=|=" UK-20783 R Unrecognized God's
%U WS2021 04326 o name.
51 ‘\=|=; UK-20784 T Unrecognized God's
> A FRE
Iﬁﬁ WS2021 04360 ! name.

4.2 For future submission

We suggest IRG encode only two kinds of Daoist characters infuture:

a. The Secret Names(387%) of famous Daoist gods whose shapes are stable enough in different

sources.

KAEZtTLIBNF, KR, ATHE. AZR=H%, EFR=
Koi, =i, ARRKERK, =KKXi4, HFE=I4,
BRMEEHE, LEMKIAAB+, PEKRKALIT, FTREXA
LR, ti=xvik. EXLAAFBNXE, ALENLZRBAE, P
REbEviZSmer. —EWEH, AERERLR, EE&ZE, L&

B, PEASEEAE, TENA, #E®RAL,

JSRE BRI R

S IR O I

ET® L
® K & W
I
HX X X
%4 H HH
=% 8 %4

= Jc By

I o

£

X

[}

%

L
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The origin of the character is clear, the shape is stable in different sources, the meaning and
pronunciation are clear and the character is used in running texts but talismans.

b. Normal Han ideographs used in running texts but talismans.

And because:

a. Talismans can not be treated as running texts;

b. Character signs appear only in talismans are not characters but signs.

We suggest IRG refuse to accept talismans as evidences for encoding characters and reject all

Daoist signs submitted in future.

|

== o 34l

U|?ﬂ:ﬁ_§: = =

== 2
i IET N 7 A

¥ B @L Z i%&;l_ B

=i

=

=
ol

H R S D e

=
) S

il
]

E==EEEE NEal

SR B B

TRt E SRS
=4 Ty S
o %4@@%5
o FETHUEGEEY | Sy
B aEIEOY
—okm
T T T W

i
=
ﬂﬂjj]g-,! fill|
L o EE
unig-:) Lo 17|
| lgo N\ ]

Fig.4-2 Traditional talismans which are not totally written in Kai Form

If IRG is going to accept talismans as evidences for encoding characters, we suggest that add the
following sentence to IRG PnP:
Daoist talismans written in Kai Form can be treated as running texts, thus they can be used as

evidences for submissions to IRG.

4.3 For the handling of Daoist signs

For Daoist signs with simple structure, we suggest experts to study the possibility of encoding
radicals and combining characters for them. If it is impossible, we think it is still better to use PUA
and picture rather than to encode them one by one.

For Daoist signs with complicated structure or curves, we suggest the users use picture because it

is impossible and unnecessary to digitalize them as plain text.

(EoD)
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